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On 30th of Rabi ul Awwal, in the capital Kabul, in the
presence of Acting president of ARCS, Deputy Prime
Minister for Administrative affairs, the Director General of
Administrative office, the head of International Federation of
National Societies in Afghanistan, the head of ICRC in
Afghanistan, the National Societies representatives in
Afghanistan and national leaders, a grand opening
ceremony was held on ARCS special week.

Initially, Director General of Administrative office, Sheikh
Nurul Haq Anwar, has read the supportive message of the
Prime Minister of Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, where the
citizens of the country were requested to donate aid to
Afghan Red Crescent during the special week. Later on, the
Acting President of Afghan Red Crescent Mawlavi Matiul
Haq Khalis stated in his speech, "Afghan Red Crescent is a
non-political and independent society of the country, which
until now has provided services to the vulnerable, sick and
needy people without any discrimination ". He said, "Our
effortis to find funds for our services from our own resources
and not to rely on foreignaid."

Mr. Mawlavi Matiul Haq Khalis stated "The special week is a
complete week in Afghanistan, which could enable our
citizens to take part in reaching out to needy and vulnerable

people and save our people from poverty ". He said, "The
purpose of the special week is to boost the spirit of help
among the citizens having desire to reach out to the people; I
hope that the people will not limit the donation to Afghan
Red Crescent to the special week only, but they should
extend their help for the whole year".

He said, "If a quarter of our citizens pay 100 AFN every
month to ARCS, then a lot of aid will be collected for the poor
people; We are also working on how to save our citizens from
receiving one bag of aid and let them be independent".In
order to help the poor, Mr. Mawlavi Matiul Haq Khalis
announced that he is donating his one month's salary to
Afghan Red Crescent and requested others to donate at least
one day's salary to Afghan Red Crescent. In the meeting,
Prime Minister deputy for administrative affairs of Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, Mawlavi Abdul Salam Hanafi,
called ARCS a foundation deserving to be supported and
appreciated, and hoped the strengthen of the welfare
institutions.

He further stated, "ARCS Red is a non-budgetary unit of the
government, which provides services to the vulnerable

people with the support of rich people and national societies;
it is necessary that the rich citizens should donate aid to

Iweek of Afghan Red Crescent!

Afghan Red Crescent
during the special
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Afghan Red

Crescent with the

help of these

donations, treat and
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suffering from

coronary heart
disease, psychiatric

patients and drug
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Mr. Mawlavi Abdul Salam
Hanafi added "Afghan Red
Crescent performs its
responsibilities well, in natural disasters,

Afghan Red Crescent has carried out compatible activities; it
is our national duty to support Afghan Red Crescent,
everyone should have their share in the special week of Red
Crescent, if we all support the red crescent, we will have had
participated in the treatment of children suffering from
ventricular septal defects accordingly”.

Acting President of ARCS has left to Qatar to seek humanitarian aid

In the meeting, the head of International Committee of ICRC
in Afghanistan, Elva Fillion, the head of the International
Federation of National Societies in Afghanistan, Necephur
Meghandi, the member of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation in Afghanistan, Dr. Tawfiq Ibrahim and some
other people have also expressed their support to Afghan
Red Crescent.

Editorial: (é
P Herat earthquake, Human disaster
and religious duty

Unfortunately, on the 22nd of Rabi al-Awwal, Herat province (the birthplace of
Mullah Ali Qari and Khawaja Abdullah Ansari, may Allah have mercy on him)
suffered two severe earthquakes that destroyed thousands of houses and caused
thousands people to lose their lives and wealth, many families become

homeless, children were orphaned, wife's become widows and the rest of the
people faced mental and psychological problems, which is a great human
tragedy.

As the nation of Afghanistan is almost Muslim population, the characteristics of
believers mentioned in Surah Al-Hujurat highlighted by Allah Almighty these
characteristics serve as a guide for the believers and include various qualities
that reflect their faith and devotion. The believers are but one brotherhood: Al-
Hujarat 10

For this reason, the leader of humanity, the Holy Prophet, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace, has paid special attention to this issue in his blessed
instructions, as He said: "You see the believers as regards their being merciful
among themselves and showing love among themselves and being kind,
resembling one body, so that, if any part of the body is not well then the whole
body shares the sleeplessness (insomnia) and fever with it."

This hadith highlights the significance of the Islamic Ummah, which can be
likened to a unified body. Whenever a Muslim encounters a difficulty, it is
essential for the entire Islamic Ummah to consider themselves as partners in that
problem and to actively seek practical solutions to address it. This emphasizes
the importance of collective action and communal support within the Muslim
community. Most of the time when any kind of hardship and suffering is
inflicted on Muslims, it is not actually a punishment from Allah almighty, but
rather a trial and test from Allah for His servants, as Allah Almighty says in His
book: We will certainly test you with a touch of fear and famine and loss of
property, life, and crops. Allah news to those who patiently endure. Al- Bagarah
155 The tragedy in Herat presents a significant challenge and serves as a test for
fellow Muslims who live in comfortable and peaceful circumstances. It calls
upon them to execute their religious and Islamic duty in assisting their brothers
and sistersinneed.

The desperate cries of the children and women trapped under the rubble reflect
the urgent need for help and cooperation. It was the hope of those affected that
one of their compatriots will come forward and rescue them from their dire
situation, demonstrating the importance of timely assistance. Additionally,
those who have been affected by the tragedy and have lost their homes and
possessions, with nothing but the open sky above their heads, are eagerly
awaiting the assistance of compassionate Muslims. It is crucial to provide
temporary shelters for women, children, and adults to protect them from the
harsh cold that can have detrimental effects on their well-being. Creating a safe
heaven for them is of utmost importance, as it would provide them with much-
needed relief and comfort during this difficult time.

Afghan Red Crescent Society, deeply empathizing with the pain and suffering of
the earthquake victims in the historic city of Herat, promptly arrived at the
affected area on the very first day of the tragic event. They utilized all available
resources and considered it their duty to assist and cooperate with the victims,
demonstrating unwavering commitment in providing aid without hesitation
Continuing their efforts from the beginning until the present day, Afghan Red
Crescent Society has provided comprehensive support to the victims. This
support includes extracting the deceased from under the rubble, setting up
temporary shelters using tents, distributing both food and non-food items to the
injured, and mobilizing teams for prompt medical treatment of the wounded
and sick. Additionally, the distribution of cash aid has significantly alleviated
the pain and suffering of the affected individuals. The Afghan Red Crescent
Society continues to work tirelessly day and night. to improve the quality of life
for these victims.

For that purpose, Afghan Red Crescent Society appeals to all compassionate
compatriots, national and international charity welfare organizations, to extend
their assistance and support to the affected population. Itis crucial to collectively
work towards providing permanent housing for the victims of this tragic event,
asitis a collective responsibility. Additionally, prompt and adequate care for the
injured should be prioritized to alleviate their suffering, and necessary measures
mustbe taken to ensure their long-term well-being and improved quality of life.

On 16th October, Mr. Mawlavi Matiul Haq Khalis,
Acting President of Afghan Red Crescent, has left to
Qatar to seek humanitarian aid.

During his visit, he will have meetings with welfare
foundations' officials and representatives of various
foreign embassies to Afghanistan, to discuss
consistent humanitarian aid and to solicit assistance
for the earthquake-stricken regions of Herat province,
in order to respond comprehensively to the affected
people in extensive manner. During the visit, the
Acting President of Afghan Red Crescent held a
meeting in Doha the capital of Qatar with
representative of ~ Finnish Red Cross, Heli Konerva,

Afghan'Red|Crescentprovidedi96itonnes
of foodstuffitoladdictedipeoplelinicapital|Kabul
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Crescent distributed 96 tonnes of foodstuffs
provided by Turkish Red Crescent to 7,500 drug
addictsin Pul e Charkhi areain capital Kabul,

In the aid addiction center received 55 tons rice, 15
tons oil, 15 tons beans, 6 tons sugar, 5 tons dry milk
and jam.

Finnish ambassador, Ilyas Irfan, the senior adviser of
Canadian embassy for Afghanistan, Ricardo Losa,
Spanish ambassador for Afghanistan, Nawaf Al-
Hamdani from the Qatar Al Khairya aid foundation,
and Jamal Noori, in charge of the association of
charitable societies of Kuwait in Doha, Qatar to seek
humanitarian assistance for the people affected by the
earthquake in Herat province.

During the meeting, Mr. Mawlavi Matiul Haq Khalis
besides appreciating the countries and charities
foundations for their past assistance provided detailed
information about the extensive damage caused by the
earthquake in Herat Province, stating that it had
turned complete villages into cemeteries, destroyed
more than 8,000 houses, and the recent tremors
damages to Herat city. Mr. Khalis expressed serious
concerns regarding the lack of shelter for the homeless
people before the onset of winter. He emphasized that
the foreign donors should conduct their humanitarian
activities in Afghanistan through Afghan Red
Crescent. According to him,

Afghan Red Crescent is acting independently
comparing to other international organizations the
cost ARCS while implementing the projects is

significantly low. He further stated that Afghan Red
Crescent has different categories while helping the
needy and vulnerable people. Where we provide
emergency food, non-food items, and cash support, to
those affected by natural disasters.

While, in long term we offer services treatment to
children suffering from ventricular septal defect,
psychiatric patients, as well as support for widows,
orphans, beggars, and addicts.

During the meeting, the representatives and officials
of the mentioned countries and national societies
expressed their condolences for the disaster in Herat
and their willingness to collaborate with Afghan Red
Crescent, and expressed their commitment to
providing medical and humanitarian services to
Afghanistan and assurance to ARCS president for
their continues support. Notably, as a result of these
meetings, apart from receiving different type of
humanitarian aid from the mentioned parties, it was
agreed that Afghan Red Crescent shall prepare
proposal of a project based on priorities worth 300000
US dollar which will be backed by Kuwait welfare
societies association for the support of earthquake
victims.

165 children suffering from ventricular septal defect

In the first fifteen 15 days of Rabi ul Thani :

Afghan Red Crescent Society referred 165
children suffering from ventricular septal
defect to local hospitals in capital Kabul
for treatment and surgery, where the entire

Ningarhar, Paktia, Zabul and Helmand provinces.

Since the beginning of the earthquake until the
15th of Rabi al-Thani, Afghan Red Crescent has
provided on time humanitarian services to
15,222 earthquake-affected families in Herat
province. Among these families, 5125 families
were provided food, 4937 families were
provided non-food items, 4750 families were
provided food and non-food items, and 410
families were provided 1,028,000 AFN as cash
assistance.

The total food aid provided is 474,885 tons,
which contained 246,420 tons of flour, 37,385
tons of oil, 21,332 tons of sugar, 29,321 tons of
beans, 88,460 tons of rice, 5,449 tons of dates,
6,240 tons of paste, 9,700 tons of macaroni, 2,321
tons of tea, 1,840 tons of candy, 2,717 tons of
soya, 2.62 tons of biscuits, and 3.09 tons of
various other food items. Furthermore, the

N

Afghan Red Crescent provided health services to almost 50000 peopl
in Ghor, Ningarhar, Paktia, Zabul and Helmand provinces

From 16th to 30th of October, Afghan Red Crescent through its fixed clinics
and mobile health teams provided health services to 49376 people in Ghor,

Afghan|Redcrescentdistributed!3;825;000/AFN cash|
assistanceito/450/headless.

were referred to local hospitals for treatment

cost of treatment is covered by ARCS. Afghan Red
Crescent referred 2,173 children suffering from
ventricular septal defect to differenthospitalsinlast 15
months.

lesswidows|in Daikundilprovince

non-food aid consisted 37,825 items,

which included 2,942 tents, 4,360 tarpaulins,
14,977 blankets, 2,865 seats of kitchen utensils,
5,584 water buckets, 388 healthcare kits, 670
mattresses, 259 mats,388 jumpers, 350 gas
cylinder, 350 solar lights, 277 cooking pots, 227
brooms, 1407 carpets, 430 shovels, 410 digging
mattock, 309 disposable pots, and 488 pairs of
men's and women's clothing, 142 bunk beds, 36
dish, 90 cookers, and 350 bottles of
dishwashingliquid.

In addition to the aforementioned
humanitarian aid, 13 mobile health teams of
Afghan Red Crescent also provided health
services to 12,382 people. Among them, 8,658
people received treatment, 1,135 people
received dressing services, and 2,589 people
were offered necessary healthcare counselling.

On 18th of October, the distribution of 3,825,000 AFG as a
cash assistance to 450 headless widows has been finished
in all districts, including the center of Daykundi province.
In which each headless widow received 8,500 AFN.

Afghan Red/Crescent(distributed|140,000/AFN cash

assistance/to}28 beggar:s/families/in'Zabul province

On 23rd of October, Afghan Red Crescent distributed a
total of 140,000 AFN as cash assistance to 28 beggars'
families in Qalat City, the capital of Zabul province.

N ,ea ily received 5000 AFN.

iThelsupportiofiBenevolencelpeopleitofARCSIcanlexpandiandistrengthenithelhumanitarianfsenvices:
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